ABSTRACT: Environmental education enables the acquisition of knowledge that provides awareness of human beings for a better relationship with the environment. The ecological footprint is a sustainable tool that measures the disorder that man causes on the planet in relation to his lifestyles and consumption. The objective of this study was to analyze the socio-environmental profile of the students in Catingueira, Paraíba, using two scales of environmental measures: the ecological footprint and the scale of concern with the environmental consequences. The two measure scales (Ecological footprint = 25 items and Environmental Concern = 12 items) were applied to 102 students. Students reached between 41 to 110 points for the ecological footprint, being ranked within a sustainable lifestyle. The scale of concern with the environmental consequences aims to classify individuals into three distinct concerns (egoistic, altruistic and biospheric) for their environmental concern. Students tended to have an egoistic concern, which is a concern with the environment around himself, being vehement actions in Environmental Education that provides students with thoughts and habits that consider the welfare and preservation of living beings. Keywords: Environmental education. Ecological footprint. Sustainability.
INTRODUCTION
A few decades ago, the companies freely exploited natural resources without worrying about the damage it could cause to the environment (SOUSA, 2012) , culminating in several environmental problems (LEÃO et al., 2013 ).
These problems are intensified by the lack of information, habits and more environmentally sustainable consciousness (JACOBI, 2003) .
However, currently there has been a search for better understanding on how to minimize these environmental problems (CARVALHO, 2012) , and in this context, it is vital to have a broader approach to environmental issues, with the integration of different areas of knowledge to promote changes in behavior and consumption habits of people (ANDRADE; QUARESMA, 2014).
Studies on the environment have gained prominence in the technical and scientific means of natural sciences because of its complexity and the need for more attention to environmental problems .
In an attempt to diagnose or evaluate people with this problem, some measure scales were created, seeking to qualify the profile of the people regarding their consumption pattern and/or relationship with the environment and its resources.
Among these scales, the ecological footprint, first proposed in 1996 by Mathis analyze the environmental profile of students from public schools in the municipality of Catingueira -PB, using the measurement scale of the ecological footprint and Schultz's.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
The survey was conducted from
March to August 2015, with high school students from the school Inácio da Catingueira, in the municipality of Catingueira, Paraíba.
The definition of the sample size (n = 102 students) was according to Rocha (1997) 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Ecological footprint and profile of students
There were 102 students interviewed:
56.0% (n = 57) female and 44.0% (n = 45) male. In total, 86.0% ( 
Concern of students with environmental consequences: Schultz scale
There were significant differences in the data reported between egoistic and altruistic concerns (z = 9.27, p <0.05) and between the egoistic and biospheric concerns (z = 8.41, p <0.05). However, there were no differences in the data of altruistic and biospheric concerns (z = 0.00, p <0.05).
Therefore, the profile egoistic predominated in relation to the students' concerns about the environmental consequences, where 80.8% to 90.9% of them were concerned from reasonable to much with the environmental damage that could reach them (Table 2) .
About a third of the students also had from an indifferent attitude to no concern for the environmental consequences that bring harm to plants (35.3%, n = 36), birds (34.4%, n = 35) and aquatic life (41.4%, n = 42). In addition, between 45.5% (n = 46) and 53.6%
(n = 55) of them said they have the same attitude (indifferent to no concern) in relation to environmental damage reaching others (neighbors, or everyone else, except their siblings). The transversality grants the educator to perform better methods of interaction with the students, causing them to develop values, attitudes and concepts, which bring about better interaction between man and nature (SANTOS et al., 2010) .
CONCLUSIONS
The ecological footprint scale reported that students generally have a profile with sustainable consumption habits. However, they do not report good habits related to solid waste they generate. According to data from Schultz scale, most students tended to have an egoistic concern for the environmental consequences.
The results reported by both measure scales were important tools to display and reiterate some weaknesses of students as for their practices and socio-environmental concerns, revealing the need to insert Environmental Education as a source of knowledge and awareness for a better relationship with the environment.
